o, >u
N
B - "
(" ‘ ) . :
& ,.
| —— | A e
e | ]
< it B
= i
£ T e
& Copd”! >’ s
& AT B, p
g TS v )
CETRes I S Nl
L e
% #

. 52 Weeks of Leaning on
il His Unchanging Character

SAMPLE ONLY

Katie Davis Majors

New York Times bestselling author of Daring to Hope



Our Faithful God

Devotional

52 Weeks of Leaning

on His Unchanging Character

Katie Davis Majors

Multnomah



All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica Inc.™ Used
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. (www.zondervan.com). The
“NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica Inc.™ Scripture quotations marked (Esv) are taken
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James Ver-
sion®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation,
copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of
Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Italics in Scripture quotations reflect the author’s added emphasis.

Details in some anecdotes and stories have been changed to protect
the identities of the persons involved.

Copyright © 2023 by Katie Davis Majors
All rights reserved.

Published in the United States by Multnomah, an imprint of Random House,
a division of Penguin Random House LLC.

MULTNOMAH is a registered trademark and the M colophon is a trademark
of Penguin Random House LLC.

Published in association with Yates & Yates, www.yates2.com.

Selected material is adapted from Safe All Along, copyright © 2023 by Katie Davis Majors,
first published in the United States in hardcover by Multnomah, an imprint of
Random House, a division of Penguin Random House LLC.

Hardback ISBN 978-0-593-44517-4
Ebook ISBN 978-0-593-44518-1

The Cataloging-in-Publication Data is on file with the Library of Congress.
Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper.
waterbrookmultnomah.com

987654321
ScoutAutomatedPrintCode

First Edition

Book design by Virginia Norey
Sunrise ornament from Sabavector/stock.adobe.com

Most Multnomah books are available at special quantity discounts for bulk purchase for
premiums, fundraising, and corporate and educational needs by organizations, churches,
and businesses. Special books or book excerpts also can be created to fit specific needs. For
details, contact specialmarketscms@penguinrandomhouse.com.



Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for
long ages but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith—to the only wise God be
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
—Romans 16:25-27, Esv
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Introduction

Dearest friend,

Several years ago, I experienced a season of feeling unusually
dry in my spiritual life. I restlessly flipped through my Bible, hop-
ing it might just fall open to something that would jump off the
page. I picked multiple devotionals off our bookshelves, only to
tire of them after a few short days. I need You to speak to me, I would
whisper to God.

At my husband’s encouragement, our family started a new-
to-us approach to Bible reading, called the M’Cheyne Reading
Plan, designed by nineteenth-century Scottish minister Robert
Murray M’Cheyne. We started with Genesis, Ezra, Matthew, and
Acts, reading a chapter of each every day. Some of the reading we
did together around the table, and some we did in our own quiet
time.

It took me only about a week to realize that this was what my
heart had been craving. [ had been longing for God’s Word in large
pieces. And, while I know it might sound cliché, the more I read,
the more I wanted. After a season of asking God to please make
the Bible new and exciting to me again, I suddenly hungered for
large chunks of time in His Word. Because He hears the prayers of our
weary hearts. Because He longs to be near His people, to remind us of His
love for us.

As I read, I couldn’t get over the very obvious truth that the
character and magnificence and love of God remained the same
through Genesis, Ezra, Matthew, and Acts. And then later through
Exodus, Nehemiah, Mark, and Romans, and so on. Although
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these passages weren't intentionally selected to “go together,” so
often a theme or aspect of God’s character jumped out of each
passage as if they had been handpicked in some kind of topical
index. There it was, the Word of God and my loving Father, the
same, yesterday, today, and forever. God’s faithful character shone
through on each page, as if to say, “See! He loves you. He has al-
ways loved you. He will always love you!” or “Look! He is merciful.
He has always been merciful. He will always be merciful.”

In the midst of a long and weary year, when I'd been looking for
spiritual encouragement from reading about other people’s en-
counters with God and about other people’s opinions or interpre-
tations of His Word, my old, worn, falling-apart Bible that I already
knew all the stories in was waiting for me to come back to the ba-
sics, waiting to reveal new facets of God’s character. Morning after
morning, I pored over the Word, filling pages of my garage sale—
purchased, college-ruled spiral notebook with all the evidences of
God’s mercy and grace and gentleness and love that were the same
to Abraham and to the Israelites rebuilding the wall and to the Sa-
maritan woman at the well and to Saul the Pharisee who became
an apostle. And as if it were all new to me, I stood in awe.

And, friend, He is just too good not to share.

I began to type my thoughts as I read, and I have come back to
them year after year. And I would love for you to join me as I read
and reflect on His Word.

Unlike many fifty-two-week Bible-reading plans, we aren’t
going to cover the whole Bible in a year. But we are going to read
different parts of the Old and New Testaments, soaking our hearts
and minds in God’s Word as we look for evidence of His unchang-
ing character throughout the ages.

Each week, you're invited to read four chapters of Scripture—
one each day, Monday through Thursday. Then we will reread
them all on Friday and take a look at a specific aspect of God’s
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character. Saturday and Sunday don’t have prompts so that, if you
are like me and tend to fall behind, you can use them as catch-up
days or simply for reviewing the readings of that week and reflect
on all He has revealed to you.

[ encourage you to grab a journal (or a spiral notebook if that’s
your style) and a pen and to set your Bible in an easily accessible
place where you plan to meet with God each day. I hope that you
are just as expectant as I am of all that He will show and teach us
as we walk through His Word together. I also hope that you will
incorporate into your prayer life the characteristics of God that
serve as the heading for each week, calling out, for example, to the
God Who Meets with Us, God Who Provides, God of Certain
Hope. I pray that as you do, you'll gain a more intimate, personal
experience of leaning into His unchanging character and finding
Him ever faithful.

If you don’t know Jesus yet or aren’t so sure about Him, this
book is for you too. I pray that you will meet Him on these pages
and fall just as madly in love with Him as He is with you.* In a
world full of disappointment, He is the only one who will never
disappoint. If this feels new and foreign, welcome. I am so glad you
are here.

My prayer is that you would be filled with joy in His Word like
never before and stand with me in awe of His unchanging, unend-
ing love.

—Katie

*  On page XX, under the heading “Knowing Our Faithful God,” you'll find a simple
explanation of how you can put your faith in Jesus today.



Week 1
God of New Beginnings

Monday
Read Genesis 1.

ere, we begin. Darkness, chaos, formlessness, emptiness.

And here, God hovers. Here, He speaks. Here, He reveals
His wondrous plans, His desire for beauty and light and life. All
that He does is good.

Where do you see His goodness right now? Make a habit
of noticing God’s goodness, even on the not-good days.

What areas of life feel dark, void, chaotic> Can you trust
that God is right there, hovering near, making something
beautiful in His perfect timing?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 1.

ften [ am tempted to skip right over genealogies, wondering
what fresh insight could possibly come from a long list of
names. But 'm drawn in by how Matthew starts. “This is the gene-
alogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham.”
This is God fulfilling all the prophecies of the Old Testament, all
the promises His people had been waiting on for thousands of
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years.

“You are to give him the name Jesus,” the angel says, “because
he will save his people from their sins” (verse 21). If God in His
mercy can fulfill this promise of a new beginning, then we have
certain hope that He will fulfill all His promises to us through His
Son, Jesus, including these:

God is working all things for His good purposes (see Ro-
mans 8:28).

God who began a good work in (myself, my
child, my family member/friend/neighbor who is strug-
gling) will bring it to completion (see Philippians 1:6).

[ will live with God forever in eternity (see John 10:27—
28).

My light and momentary troubles are achieving eternal
glory (see 2 Corinthians 4:17).

God is with me (even through the hard, even if I do not
feel Him) (see Matthew 1:23; 28:20).

God will never leave me (see Hebrews 13:5).

Choose a promise from Scripture that feels hard to hold on
to right now. Write it down. Repeat it to yourself. Cling to
His truth today.

Wednesday
Read Ezra 1.

hat may seem like a strange inventory of bowls and basins
is, in fact, another example of God achieving His purposes

and keeping His promises.
This story really begins at the end of 2 Chronicles, where we
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read that God’s people mock Him and turn their backs on His
commands (see 36:16). Yet He loves them. Yet He carries His rem-
nant into exile, where one day He plans to move the heart of a
pagan king to accomplish His good purposes for His people, dem-
onstrating that no human is beyond the ability of God to move in
their heart.

Throughout all of Scripture, God declares His plan to bring His
people back to Himself. His mercy is astounding. Isaiah 45:5—6 tells
us that God intends for His people to know Him, no matter what
it takes.

Where in your life have you seen God's provision, even in
the unlikely? Meditate on that today and allow your past
experiences of God keeping His promises to inform your
trust that He will continue to do so!

Thursday
Read Acts 1.

cts feels like a new beginning almost as much as Genesis or

Matthew. In some ways, it must have seemed like a sorrow-
ful start, with the disciples entering a new season of ministry
without the physical presence of their Lord and Teacher. But Jesus
had promised them a gift, one that He had said was better than
Himself, and that was the Holy Spirit. While the disciples waited,
rather than let their grief overtake them, they “joined together
constantly in prayer” (verse 14).

Are there areas of your life right now where you feel as if Jesus
is hidden from your sight? Or areas where you are waiting for Him
to do something new and maybe feel as if you have been waiting
for a very long time?
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Consider taking these circumstances to the Lord in prayer.
Reach out to a friend or fellow believer who can join you
in those prayers. Ask God to give you joy even as you
wait.

Friday

Reflections on Genesis 1, Matthew 1,
Ezra 1, and Acts 1

always hated that unsightly dead tree next to our front porch in

Uganda. It was there in its ugly blue plastic container when we
moved in, and its roots had grown so far down into the cement
foundation of our house that I couldn’t dig it up. I made plans in
my head to cut it down limb by limb, but with so many more prac-
tical demands on my time, that task just never rose high enough
on the priority list. Even worse was the fact that every one of my
children and nearly every guest who wandered in and out of our
home seemed to think that the plastic container holding the tree
was actually a trash can. For the first full year we lived in that
house, that ugly dead tree sat in its ugly garbage-can container full
of banana peels and candy wrappers and half-eaten peanut butter
sandwiches and drove me crazy.

I didn’t initially notice when fresh leaves started sprouting. I
didn’t notice as the branches started to come back to life, reaching
for the sun. And then one morning, I walked out and there was
our dead tree—completely alive and completely covered with lit-
tle pink mulberries. I ran to get the kids, excited to show them.
“This tree was totally dead!” I kept saying, shaking my head.

We waited patiently as the sour little berries turned into plump,
juicy treats that stained our chins purple as we scarfed them by the
handful. Eventually, the tree filled completely with berries several
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times a year. Our little ones would search for a berry that was just
right and squeal with delight when they found one. The mulberry
tree remained stuck in its ugly blue plastic container, its roots still
growing straight through the bottom and into the cement, but
sometimes I would pause to look at that tree for an extra minute
and contemplate the mercy of God.

This is who our God is: He turns our trash into treasure. He cre-
ates everything out of nothing. Order out of chaos. Light out of
darkness. And from the very beginning, God has had in mind this
glorious plan—mercy. He will take my nothing, my chaos, my
utter darkness, and He will breathe new life into things long dead.
He resurrected my mulberry tree, and He is resurrecting me, both
daily in my dark and sinful heart and one day in the life to come.

We see examples of this aspect of God’s character all through-
out Scripture, even in places where it might seem unlikely. In Ezra,
God’s people have been in exile in Babylon for seventy long years,
the result of their choice to mock God and turn from Him. Yet the
Lord loves them! It is the desire of His heart to bring His people
back to Himself. Years before the book of Ezra was written, both
Isaiah and Jeremiah (see Isaiah 44—45; Jeremiah 29) prophesied
that God would indeed rescue His people—and He did, by soften-
ing the heart of an unlikely, unbelieving King Cyrus. God will
have mercy on His people. God will accomplish His purposes.

From the moment God breathes the world into being in Gene-
sis through the repeated rescuing of His people in the Old Testa-
ment, from the birth of His only Son sent as a human baby to the
promise of the Holy Spirit as Jesus is taken up to heaven, God re-
mains faithful to fulfill His promises and God is merciful to use all
things for His pleasure, for His people, for the glory of His name.

Genesis 1:2 says that God hovered over a formless and void
earth, the surface of the deep waters. He came near to the dark-
ness and the void and the chaos and spoke light. Throughout all of
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time, this is our God. Always coming near, bringing light, growing
shoots out of the black of the earth, breathing life into dry bones,
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the desert, and ul-
timately raising life out of the death of the tomb. He takes our little
and He makes it much. He takes our ashes and He makes them
beautiful. He takes our not-good and makes it His very-good. This
is who God is.

As we look through His Word, as we look back over our own
lives, and as we look to the promises He has made us for a future
with Him, both here and in eternity, we can trust that He will res-
urrect all our dark, dead, and dry places so they bear fruit that
draws us to Himself and brings Him glory and praise.

That vast and formless earth shone with light and teemed with
life. That humble, dirty feeding trough held the Savior of the
world. I read these words and I picture the beauty and life that
sprouted from our once dead tree. [ think, Look what He has made
us, what He is making us.

In His mercy, He is using all things to grow us to new life.

What places in your life and heart feel dead and dry,

in need of His resurrection? What would it look like to
surrender those things to Him today, trusting that He will
make something out of nothing, as He did in Genesis, or
provide what you need, as He did with Ezra?

Read Jeremiah 29:10—14. Are you ready to trust God to
bring you out of your dark and hard places and use all of
it to give you hope for a future with Him?
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God Who Looks on Us

with Love

Monday
Read Genesis 2.

he picture of the idyllic garden in Eden where God places the
man and the woman is strikingly similar to a passage in Rev-
elation 22, where this phrase is added: “The leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations” (verse 2). Naked and unashamed
before God, Adam and Eve needed no healing. But this side of
Eden, we cry out for it and we trust that God will provide it. In the
restored Eden, there will be no curse and there will be no night.
God who formed us of dust and breathed life into us so desires us
to be with Him that we will one day look upon His face forever.
And His finished work will be good far beyond what we can imagine.
God'’s finished work in the garden is good. His finished work on
the cross is good, and His finished work in eternity is good. If

things aren’t good now, we can rest assured that He is not yet fin-
ished.

What areas of your life need God'’s healing and restora-
tion? He is not finished with His healing work in your life.
Can you trust Him today that He is working for your
good and restoration, even in the areas where you cannot
see it?
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Tuesday
Read Matthew 2.

n reading today’s passage, [ am struck that it is God’s delight to

reveal Himself to His people. He gives His star as a sign to the
magi, then appears to them in a dream. He speaks to Joseph, first
through an angel and later in his dreams, to protect His Son and
thus His people and His plan to redeem them.

Whether through dreams or angels or, more often, quiet whis-
pers of the Spirit within us, it is His desire to reveal Himself to us
too. How beautiful to love a God who desires us to know Him!

In what areas of your life is God clearly revealing Himself
to you?

In what areas of your life do you long for God to reveal
Himself?

Trust these areas to God, and ask Him to reveal His pres-
ence and His hand at work, believing that it is His delight
to speak to His people—to you!

Wednesday
Read Ezra 2.

here again we may be tempted to skip over what could ap-
pear to be a tedious list of names, let’s pause to consider
that this is a group of people who have just come out of seventy
years of captivity. That’s a long time to wonder if you have been
forgotten by God. But our loving, intentional Father knows and
numbers His people. Not one is forgotten by Him! They are seen,
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prepared for, and provided for—and so are you and I! He looks on
each of His people, on us, with love.

Is there someone in your life who may need to be reminded
that God sees and knows them, that He has not forgotten
them? Reach out and remind them of this truth today.

Thursday
Read Acts 2.

od, who delights to show us mercy and give us good gifts,

who looks at us with love in His eyes, sends His Holy Spirit
on His people. We see God as provider so often in this chapter.
First, we witness the lavish provision of God as He sends His Holy
Spirit, then the astounding provision that all those gathered could
hear of His mighty works in their very own languages. He pro-
vides Peter, who just days earlier adamantly denied that he even
knew Jesus, with the courage and strength to share the Gospel
with the crowds surrounding him. And out of this abundant pro-
vision, God gives the fellowship of believers the grace to provide
for one another so that no one lacks anything and so the body of
believers can thrive and grow.

I encourage you to pause in awe of His provision in your
life today. Can you count the gifts He has given you?

Who can you bless today by meeting a physical or emo-
tional need? How can you respond to someone in need of
fellowship, in need of a financial provision, a meal, or even
just an encouraging phone call?
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Friday

Reflections on Genesis 2, Matthew 2,
Ezra 2, and Acts 2

am continually blown away by the reality that the God of the

universe looks on us with love and desires to reveal Himself to
us. In Genesis, we see that God’s trustworthiness began even be-
fore the garden existed. As He tenderly planted it, as He breathed
His life into Adam and Eve, He affectionately thought of us, of you
and me and His faithful plan to bring us into glory with Him. He
planned to be faithful and kind and merciful even then, to provide
for every necessity with inconceivable generosity even before we
existed.

I read the first chapters of Genesis and I imagine God preparing
all creation for the beloved children He is about to speak into life.
I remember preparing for the birth of our first son, setting up the
crib and arranging things just right. Washing and folding tiny
onesies and arranging minuscule diapers with such great anticipa-
tion of who this little life kicking inside me would be. And here in
the beginning, our loving Father is creating every tree and plant,
every bird and beast, the perfect home to bring His children into,
the perfect way to point them back to His glory time and time
again.

When God created man and woman in His own image and
blessed them and instructed them, He had already given them ev-
erything they would need for life with Him in the garden: earth
and sky and waters teeming with fish, fruits and plants in abun-
dance, light to make the seasons and the days, to warm their skin
and light their paths. Abundant provision is clear in just these few
verses, and as He abundantly provides the tangible things that His
creation needs, God already plans to provide the mercy they will soon
need even more.
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Think of the great satisfaction of God when He saw all the
beauty He'd created and declared it good. I imagine Him gazing
on His very favorite part: His children.

My husband, Benji, and I often put our kids to bed, only to sit in
our own bed and tell stories of all the darling things they’ve done
throughout the day, frequently pulling up photos and videos we
have taken on our phones to show one another. “She is just so
precious,” we will say, and, “I can’t believe how fast he is learning!”
After spending the whole day with them, we have just tucked
them into their own rooms only so we can be alone together, yet
we sit and dote, amazed by these humans we get to shepherd and
shape. Like their parents, they are far from perfect, but I doubt
you'd know it if you heard our late-night conversations or saw the
delight in our eyes as we watched for the hundredth time the video
of the baby saying bye-bye.

In a similar way, I imagine God sits back and declares His cre-
ation good, His children beloved. His delight is fully in them and
theirs in Him. There they stand, naked and unashamed in front of
their loving Father, just as He created them to be. Fully designed
for relationship with Him and fully designed for His glory. And
God looks on them with love.

This is the same tenderness with which God looks on His peo-
ple as they come out of captivity from Babylon. He knows each
one of them. Each one of them was hand selected by Him to be
part of the remnant of His people brought back to Jerusalem to
worship Him, to know Him and be known by Him. The same is
true of the magi in Matthew and the crowds in Acts as they receive
Peter’s testimony. We are seen and known by the almighty God!
We are precious, prepared for, and provided for.

Back in the garden, Adam and Eve stood naked and they were
not ashamed. Do we believe that we can go to our heavenly Father
like this? Do we believe that He looks on us tenderly, as individuals
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precious to Him, with a love for us and a desire to provide for us
and protect us? We are His precious children, and it is His delight
to reveal Himself to us!

I often find it difficult to believe that God adores me un-
conditionally, regardless of my performance, my struggles,
and my sin. If you, too, have trouble believing that God
adores you, why do you think that is?

What do you need to bring to God, naked and un-
ashamed? Whether it is a dream, a plan, a sin, a struggle,
a past mistake, imagine laying it at His feet. Picture His
eyes on you, still loving you, His precious son or daughter.



Week 3

God Who Restores

Monday
Read Genesis 3.

pon reading of the Fall in Genesis 3, it feels easy to despair. I

see so much of myself in Eve, tempted to mistrust God,
tempted to ignore His goodness and take things into my own
hands. Why can’t you just trust Him? Why can’t you just do better? I be-
rate myself. | hate my sin nature. But I also realize that if we do not
know we are naked, we do not know we need to be clothed. And
when I do not realize the depth of my own sin and separation
from God, I cannot recognize my need of a savior who will bring
me into restored relationship. Even in the garden, God in His
mercy has a perfect plan to bring His people back to Himself, to
restore them to their pre-Fall sinlessness. Even now, His plan is to
bring us into glory, into His presence.

Are you beating yourself up over a past sin or mistake,
one that you continue to feel deep guilt for? You can rest
in knowing that once you repent from your sin, you are
forgiven by our loving Father through the death and
resurrection of His Son!

Spend some time reflecting on how your sins and imper-
fections bring you to the feet of Jesus, recognizing your
need for Him.
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Tuesday
Read Matthew 3.

n Genesis 3, sin enters. In Matthew 3, John prepares the way for

the Savior, calling people to repent of their sin, and God pro-
claims His pleasure in His Son, who will take away the sin of the
world! What glorious hope, what a joyful response to the fall of
Adam and Eve. “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased” (verse 17, ESv), God declares about Jesus. And when we
repent and put our full hope and trust in Him? These words become
true of us too. We are His beloved children, with whom He is well
pleased. Because I am someone who is self-critical by nature, this
truth can be hard for me to truly grab hold of and believe. How
could He be well pleased with me after I have failed again? Because of
Jesus, who fulfilled all righteousness. Because of Jesus, who took
my place.

Jobn the Baptist urged his listeners to bear fruit in keeping
with repentance. How could you make true repentance
(which is not the same as wallowing in guilt over your
shortcomings!) and the true acceptance of His forgiveness
part of your daily rhythm or routine?

Spend a moment in silence listening for His voice assuring
you, You are My beloved child, and I am well pleased
with you. Can you receive it> Can you believe it?

Wednesday
Read Ezra 3.
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am amazed at the bravery of God’s people, continuing to build,

continuing to sacrifice and praise, even in the midst of their fear
of the very real enemies all around them. In some translations the
chapter even seems to say that they offered sacrifices of praise be-
cause they were afraid.

Sometimes we offer praise in spite of our fear, but sometimes it
is our fear that pushes us closer to Him, causing us to cry out, to
lift hands in praise. Even while they were afraid, the Israelites keep
offering. They keep building. They lay the foundation of the tem-
ple, and they praise the Lord.

What are you afraid of right now? Can you praise Him in
spite of it> Can you praise Him because of it, believing
that this circumstance may draw you closer to Him and
transform you into His image?

Thursday
Read Acts 3.

hat a picture of the Gospel! We, like the lame man, are

completely unable to do anything by ourselves, but we are
restored and healed by Beauty Himself. And we can give this Gos-
pel hope to one another. Like Peter and John, we can offer the
truth of Jesus, take each other by the hand, and encourage each
other in the strength that we have first received from Christ.

Here at the Gate Called Beautiful, God restores. He makes all
things beautiful in their time, and He makes our feet strong in His
grace and mercy. I pray that as we live and walk in God’s restora-
tion, those looking on will be filled with wonder and amazement
at God who restores all things!
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Reflect on some times that God has restored something in
your life: your weary heart, a difficult relationship, a re-
newed hope. Is your praise on display in a way that leaves
people in awe? Are you quick to testify about how God has
strengthened you and healed you and restored you?

Friday

Reflections on Genesis 3, Matthew 3,
Ezra 3, and Acts 3

here it is. The crafty hiss of the serpent, the same today as it

was then. “Did God really say . .. ?” (Genesis 3:1). We know
that thought—or at least I do—so well. God must not care since.. .. or
If God truly loved me, He would let me have . . .

Eve believed the lie, the same one that too often trips me up:
God withholds good from me. God does not give me what I need. I've
thought it, even when I didn’t dare say it. Have you? I've been con-
vinced I must take matters into my own hands when God’s plans
aren’t quite what I had hoped. I have been Eve, not trusting that He
could truly love me if He won't give me exactly what [ want. “God
withholds good from you,” the serpent whispers, and we reach
out to take a big, juicy bite of the lie.

The people God fashioned for Himself out of the very dust of
the earth rebel against Him and run to hide. And yet He comes
looking. “Why are you hiding?” But He already knows. “You ate
from the tree, didn’t you?”

We do the same. We claim for ourselves things that we believe
God has denied us, and then, realizing our wrong, we hide or
cower in shame.

Can you hear Him, speaking it straight to your heart? “Don’t
hide, love. I already know.” In His great loving-kindness, He al-
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ready has a plan to save and redeem even those who rebel against
Him. Here in the garden, He spares our lives for the first time.
Those who He promised would surely die go on to live another
day, and in His mercy, He clothes their nakedness and still pro-
vides the breath in their lungs and the sun on their faces and the
warm ground beneath their feet that grows food for their suste-
nance. And with it He gives a promise, that this brokenness will
not be forever. From the moment they rebel, He already has a plan
to redeem His beloved children and restore them to relationship
with Him. He is a good Father. He is trustworthy.

In Matthew, the clouds part and God says He is well pleased
with His beloved Son, the Son He sent to fulfill His promise and
undo all that mess of the garden, the mess of my own heart that
time and time again believes the lie that God just might not see
me, or just might not care.

Iam just like Eve, her lustful heart distracted from the beauty of
all God has given her by the one thing He hasn’t given her yet. Tam
just like the man at the temple gate, in need of Jesus to strengthen
my feet and put His praise in my mouth. And it isn’t lost on me
that the temple gate is called beautiful.

We serve a God who makes all things beautiful (see Ecclesiastes
3:11), who redeems our fickle, disobedient hearts and clothes us
in His mercy. Who urges us to repent from our sin so that He can
wash us clean. Who strengthens our hearts to endure, our physi-
cal bodies to persevere, and our lips to praise. Just as the Israelites
restore the altar and the temple, He restores our souls, He rebuilds
us, He makes us beautiful, and we can join Ezra and His people in
their song: “He is good, and His love toward us endures forever!”
(see Ezra 3:11).

It is sobering to read these words of Peter in Acts 3:15: “You
killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.” But we
do not despair! “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you
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see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that
comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all
see” (verse 16).

Beloved, you and I are healed from our wicked, lustful nature in
the name of Jesus. We are made strong. We are clothed in our na-
kedness, and by His grace we are given another day, breath in our
lungs, sun on our faces, bread for sustenance. We are restored, re-
built, renewed. Let us praise His name!

Have you tried to hide any sins from God by not openly
repenting to Him? He sees, and He is merciful. I invite
you today to intentionally lay those at His feet and believe
that Jesus is enough for even the worst of our trespasses.

Where does your faith need strengthening? Ask Him, and
believe that He will do it!

Can you think of a time in your life when God has taken
something broken and awful and made it beautiful? Praise
Him for being the God who restores all things!
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