(God Gave US
the Pyikle

45 Favorite Stories
for Little Ones

®
SAMPLE
ONLY



Presented to

by

on

UNICORRECTED PROOF

SNEAK PEEK ! SAMPLE ONLY '

Buy the wholebook at WMbooks.com/GodGaveUstheBible



For Ava and Wrenna.
N

May you realize more and more how
loved you are by God. Youre part of
the ongoing Story tool

Gob Gave Us THE BisLE

All Scripture stories, quotations, and paraphrases are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV*. Copyright ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica Inc.” Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hardcover ISBN 978-0-7352-9190-4
eBook ISBN 978-0-7352-9191-1

Text copyright © 2019 by Lisa Tawn Bergren
Illustrations copyright © 2019 by David Hohn

Cover design by Mark D. Ford; cover illustration by David Hohn

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the

publisher.

Published in the United States by WaterBrook, an imprint of the Crown Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House
LLC, New York.

WaTerRBrOOK® and its deer colophon are registered trademarks of Penguin Random House LLC.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Bergren, Lisa Tawn, author.

Title: God gave us the Bible : forty-five favorite stories for little ones / Lisa Tawn Bergren.

Description: First Edition. | Colorado Springs : WaterBrook, 2019.

Identifiers: LCCN 2018051009| ISBN 9780735291904 (hardcover) | ISBN 9780735291911 (electronic)
Subjects: LCSH: Bible stories, English.

Classification: LCC BS551.3 .B473 2019 | DDC 220.95/05—dc23

LC record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2018051009

Printed in the United States of America

2019—First Edition
10987654321

SPECIAL SALES

Most WaterBrook books are available at special quantity discounts when purchased in bulk by corporations, organizations, and
special-interest groups. Custom imprinting or excerpting can also be done to fit special needs. For information, please email
specialmarketscms@penguinrandomhouse.com or call 1-800-603-7051.

UNCORRECTED PROOF

SNEAK PEEK ’ SAMPLE ONLY

Buy the wholebook at WMbooks.com/GodGaveUstheBible



(5od Gave UJS
the Pyille

45 Favorite Stories for Little Ones

by Lisa Tawn Bergren
artby David Hohn

WATERBROOK

UNCORRECTED PROOF

SNEAK PEEK ’ SAMPLE ONLY

Buy the wholebook at WMbooks.com/GodGaveUstheBible



Contents

Introduction | 6

The Creator Creates | 11
Genesis 1

Adam and Eve | 12
Genests 1-2

Leaving the Garden | 14
Genests 5

Noah's Ark | 18
Genesis 69

God Chooses Abraham | 22
Genests 12—15

Sarah Has a Baby | 25
Genesis 21

Joseph and His Cool Coat | 26
Genesis 57

Joseph Sold as a Slave | 28
Genests 57

Joseph Imprisoned in Egypt | 32
Genests 59

Joseph and Pharaoh’s Dreams | 34
Genests 90—41

Joseph'’s Brothers Go to Egypt | 38
Genests 42, 95

Baby Moses Is Adopted |40
Exodus [-2

Moses Flees | 45
Exodus 2

The Burning Bush |46
Exodus 5

Moses Faces Pharaoh |48
Exo0dus 5-10

Fleeing Egypt | 50
Exodus 11-12, 14

Parting of the Red Sea | 53
Exodus 19

Moses and the
Ten Commandments | 54

Exodus 16-17, 19-20

David and Goliath | 56
1 Samuel 17

Queen Esther | 60
FEother 28

Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego | 65
Daniel 5

Daniel in the Lions’ Den | 68
Daniel 6

UNCORRECTED PROOF

SNEAK PEEK ’ SAMPLE ONLY

Buy the wholebook at WMbooks.com/GodGaveUstheBible



Interlude | 72

Mary’s Miraculous News | 77
Lutke 1

Mary and Elizabeth | 80
Lutke 1

Jesus Is Born! | 83
Lutke 2

The Wise Men Find Jesus | 86
Matthew 2

Jesus Gets “Lost” | 88
Lutke 2

John the Baptist | 92
Matthew 5

Jesus Calls the Disciples | 96
Matthew 4, 10; Luke 5

The Lord’s Prayer | 100
Matthew 6

Jesus Heals the Sick | 102
Matthew 89

The Greatest Commandment | 104
Matthew 22

The Lost Lamb | 106
Lutke 15

The Prodigal Son | 110
Luke 15

Jesus and the Little Kids | 115
Lutke 18

Jesus Calms the Storm | 116
Mark 4

The Loaves and Fish | 120
Mark 6; John 6

Lazarus Raised from the Dead | 124
Jobn 11

Palm Sunday | 133
Maltthew 21

The Last Supper | 134
Matthew 26

Jesus Dies | 137
Matthew 27; Jobn 19; Mark 15

The Resurrection | 142
Maltthew 28

Jesus Appears to the Disciples | 146
Lutke 29; Acts 1

Paul Sees the Light | 151
Acts 9

Paul Spreads the Good News | 154
Acts 15-28

Conclusion | 156

UNCORRECTED PROOF

SNEAK PEEK ’ SAMPLE ONLY

Buy the wholebook at WMbooks.com/GodGaveUstheBible



Introduction

It was a big day . . . the first day of summer.
And Little Cub was having a sleepover! After
playing outside, the children ate dinner on
the porch and then roasted marshmallows.
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Later Mama Bear said, “Come into the house, kiddos
| want to share a story with you. The best story ever!”
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The kids came in and gathered
around her.

“This is the story God gave us,’
she said, lifting her Bible. “It’s really
our story.”

“Our story?” Little Pup said.
“How can it be our story? Isn’t it
about a bunch of people who lived
a long time ago?”

“God loved those people who
lived a long time ago,” she said.
“Just as he loves us now. He wants
us to know him better. That’s why
God gave us the Bible. Now, let’s
see,” she said, turning the first
page. “It all starts with Genesis . . .”
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“What does Genesis
mean?” Little Cub asked.
“It means ‘the begin-

ning,” Mama said. “It’s
about the beginning of the
world . . . and how God
loved us from the start!”
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The Creator Creates

Genesis |

God is our creator, the reason everything exists. He began with noth-
ing; then he separated light from dark, he made water and land, and
then he made all kinds of animals and plants to fill it all!

Imagine what it must've been like to see the first stars streaking
across the night sky. To watch a jungle springing to life, full of every
flower you've ever smelled and every fruit you've ever tasted! Or to see
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Adam and Eve
Genests -2

But he didn't stop there. Because God had a special plan . . .
to create children he could love! So he breathed life into
Adam and Eve. Adam got to name all the animals, and he

Q UNCORRECTED PROOF

SNEAK PEEK ’ SAMPLE ONLY

Buy the wholebook at WMbooks.com/GodGaveUstheBible



and Eve lived in a very special place called the Garden of
Eden.
Everything was good, vo good. Adam and Eve spent

their days hanging out with God and enjoying his creation.
They didn't have to worry about a thing!
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Leaving the Garden

Genesis 5

It was all good until a serpent said to Eve, “Did God
really say not to eat any fruit in the garden?” Now,
this was tricky, because God didn't say such a thing!

Eve said, “We can eat fruit from any tree, but God
told us not to eat from this one. If you eat from it, you

will die.”
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o “You won't die!” the serpent said. “You will

be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Be like God? Eve thought. What could be wrong

with that?
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So Eve plucked the nearest fruit and took a big bite of it. And
when Adam came near, she convinced him to do the same.

At first it probably tasted as delicious as it looked. But as they
ate, it might have started tasting bitter or sour. Because they were
committing sin—doing what God said not to do.

They knew they’d done wrong, so Adam and Eve got scared
and hid from God, the one who loved them more than anyone
could!

But because of their decision, God sent them out of the garden
and into the world, where they would discover hard things. The
world wasn't beautiful and peaceful like the garden. Yet even then,

God was only beginning to write our story.
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“That’s sad,” said Little Otter. “Why didn’t God just
put a fence around that one tree?”

“God wanted them to have a choice,” Mama said.
“Just like he gives us the choice today—to love and obey
him. He wants us to love him because
we choose loving him, not because he
makes us. But we often fail to love
and obey him—ijust like Adam
and Eve.”

“Like when | sneak an extra
clam from the pot?” said Little
Otter. “Even though my mama
told me not to?”

“Exactly.”
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