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D a r i n g t o Tr u s t t h e H e a r t

explode in laughter when I’d slip up and let loose with a disaster such as, “I’m
more smarter than I used to be.”
Strange as it may seem, our co-mangling of the English language helped
bring us closer as a couple. We laughed and laughed at each other’s mispronunciations and grammatical disasters. Even though we were born on different
continents, we shared the experience of adapting to a new country and its language and customs.
The two of us also understood what it was like to be different. As a child,
Kanae stood out in school and in her town because of her Asian features and
Japanese name. My lack of limbs set me apart, obviously, but I’d also grown up
in a family of Serbian immigrants to Australia. My father and mother spoke
only English to us because, when they first came to Australia, they were bullied
and even beat up by locals, even though Australia is known for its huge immigrant population.
Kanae and I had both been put down at times for being “foreigners,” so we
never put each other down. Instead we laughed and felt closer because of that
shared experience.

S par ks

to

Flames

After the initial struggle of just trying to clear the deck of confusion and entanglements, and even though there was often a great distance between us,
Kanae and I had a wonderful courtship.
The courting or dating period should be the time when you learn more
about each other. We are all made up of many layers based on our experiences.
As someone with such evident physical disabilities, I obviously have insecurities
that go beyond any trouble I have with the English language. In hours of conversation, I came to understand that Kanae had her own insecurities that sprang
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from being the “China girl” in her Mexican community, about her parents’
divorce, and having few resources growing up.
Insecurities can make it difficult to bond into a loving relationship, or they
can become sources for bonding. How does that work? Kanae and I shared
certain insecurities, and so we understood each other on a deeper level. A relationship suffers when one person’s actions and words trigger insecurities and
heighten anxiety and stress. If, instead, you understand and ease your partner’s
insecurities and fears, your relationship will grow stronger.
I quickly realized that Kanae was so tuned into the feelings of those around
her. Her empathy levels were off the charts. I have had many years of practice
in putting others at ease about my lack of limbs. I make jokes and demonstrate
how I can do most things for myself, but I still have my insecurities. She instinctively understood the things that I was sensitive about.
It was even more amazing to me how she stepped into our relationship
and adapted to my physical disabilities with such grace and ease. She acted as
if it was the most natural thing for her boyfriend to be in a wheelchair and
unable to do things that others take for granted. People think I’m joking
when I say that Kanae scratches my back before I know there is an itch, but
it’s true!
The more I got to know her and her background, the better I understood
Kanae and who she is. Many of her qualities are a result of taking on adult responsibilities at a very young age because of her parents’ divorce and then her
father’s illness. She became the rock of strength for her younger brother Kenzi.
She is a super nurturer.
While I was insecure about my lack of limbs and whether she could love
me as I am, Kanae would eventually tell me that she was more focused on her
own feelings of insecurity. She was more worried about the fact that I had been
traveling the world as a speaker and evangelist while she was still in school and
trying to figure out exactly what she wanted to do with her life. Because I’d
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seen so much more of the world already, she wondered if it might be hard for
her to catch up.
Kanae summed it up in this way: “You are a speaker and preacher who has
traveled the world, and I haven’t even started my career yet.” I told her that I
looked forward to having her travel with me and sharing my life and ministry
experiences. I wanted her to be with me as much as possible. I felt God would
direct our paths and that someday she could resume her efforts to become a
nurse.
There was another hurdle for Kanae to overcome. My family and friends
are very protective of me. In my single days, those closest to me were always
very watchful about the women I talked about or took out to dinner. Whenever
I talked to my father about girls I was interested in or showed him their photograph, he would express negative opinions about them. I’d get angry because
he’d usually say these girls weren’t right for me or they didn’t love me enough.
I’d ask him how he knew, and he’d say, “I just know.”
Looking back, I have to admit that he was always right. It’s also interesting
that when I first showed him a photograph of Kanae, he had nothing negative
to say at all!
By the time I met Kanae, I was fairly well known thanks to all of the speaking I’d done and, especially, thanks to the many views my videos had received
on YouTube and other Internet sites. Because of that public exposure, my parents were concerned about women being drawn to me for the wrong reasons.
They didn’t think they were bad people, but there were women who wanted to
“take care” of me or come to my rescue or, in some cases, serve God by marrying me.
I didn’t want a woman with that frame of mind. I wanted a woman who
loved me. Isn’t that what every man wants? I felt Kanae could love me just as I
wanted to be loved, but frankly, I’d been wrong before. I’d been hurt more than
once because I had misread someone’s motives, had misjudged someone’s
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