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Contemporary inspy romance

Wishing on Willows by Katie Ganshert

What it's about (from publisher Waterbrook
Press):

Does a second chance at life and love always
involve surrender?

A three-year-old son, a struggling café, and fading
memories are all Robin Price has left of her late
husband. As the proud owner of Willow Tree Café in
small town Peaks, Iowa, she pours her heart into

every muffin she bakes and espresso she pulls, thankful for the sense of purpose and
community the work provides.

So when developer Ian McKay shows up in Peaks with plans to build condos where
her café and a vital town ministry are located, she isn't about to let go without a fight.

As stubborn as he is handsome, Ian won't give up easily. His family's business
depends on his success in Peaks. But as Ian pushes to seal the deal, he wonders if
he has met his match. Robin's gracious spirit threatens to undo his resolve, especially
when he discovers the beautiful widow harbors a grief that resonates with his own.

With polarized opinions forming all over town, business becomes unavoidably
personal, and Robin and Ian must decide whether to cling to the familiar or surrender
their plans to the God of second chances.

Why you should read it: With her 2012 debut, Wildflowers from Winter, Katie
Ganshert stole the hearts of her readers (including this one!) by creating a believable
love story while allowing the "realness" of hurting people to form the foundation for the
romance. With Wishing on Willows, this fresh voice on the inspy romance scene has
crafted an even more moving tale, with characters even easier to love. Returning to
the beauty-from-ashes theme, Ganshert gives it fresh perspective through the
personalities of her new leads and the tragedies that have shaped them, putting the
reader right alongside Robin and Ian as they suffer — and then triumph just as vividly
— on their path to love.

Wishing on Willows is a beautiful, romantic and charming story that will earn a sweet
place on your bookshelf and within your heart.

Author tidbit: Katie Ganshert and her husband hope to soon adopt a child and are
using some creative ideas to not only raise adoption awareness, but to raise money
to help bring their own little one more quickly home. You can get more info and follow
their journey toward expanding their family on her adoption blog.
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Duchess (Daughters of Fortune series) by Susan
May Warren

What it's about (from publisher Summerside
Press):

The Golden Age of Hollywood is in the business of
creating stars. Rosie Worth, now starlet Roxy Price,
has found everything she's wanted in the glamour of
the silver screen. With adoring fans and a studio-
mogul husband, she's finally silenced the heartache
of the past. Her future shines bright — until the fated

Black Friday when it all comes crashing down.

When Roxy loses everything, she finds herself disgraced and penniless. Her only
hope is to join forces with Belgian duke Rolfe Van Horne, a longtime film investor. But
Rolf is not who he seems, and he has other plans for Roxy and her movies — plans
to support a growing unrest in Europe, plans that could break her heart and endanger
her life.

When her country needs her, will Roxy have the courage to surrender her glittering
world and her one true love?

Why you should read it: A well-known name in Christian fiction circles, Susan May
Warren knows how to spin a tale that keeps the reader glued to the page. This time
around, that glue (for me, anyway) was named Rafe.

*swoons and calls for hair bleach, red lipstick, and an evening gown*/

Oh, Rafe. I do love you so.

*cues music* Nothing happens. *scowls*

Figures you'd fall for Rosie.

*sighs*

So while I pull my heart away from *fans self* Rafe, I must mention that he is just one
of an outstanding cast of characters, many of whom seem as familiar as if they
stepped out of a classic screen gem and onto the page.

While Duchess is not the first book in this particular series, it stands just fine on its
own two feet. In fact, I predict it might very well sweep you off yours and into the glitz,
glam and gristle of the early days in America's love affair with the silver screen.

Inspy YA paranormal

Avenger (A Halflings Novel) by Heather Burch

What it's about (from publisher Zondervan):

Sometimes the truth comes with a price.

Nikki knew Damon Vessler would not let his prized
creation go easily—she simply never imagined the
lengths he'd go to get her back into his clutches, and
turn Nikki's heart toward darkness.

A Seeker at her heels, trained on her blood, Nikki
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flees with Raven alongside her for protection while Mace and the other Halflings fight
the battle that has erupted on earth. But even as the two boys she loves fight for her,
she knows the battle will be hers to win. Determined to uncover the secrets of her
past, and exactly how she fits into Vessler's twisted plans, Nikki sets off on her own
and soon discovers facing hellacious beasts is nothing compared to the decision she
will need to make. One that could change no only the war, and her relationship with
Mace and Rave, but also her future with the Throne.

Why you should read it: First, go back and read books one and two. You won't be
disappointed. The action is so immediate, so continuous, that even if I dared you to
stop reading, you wouldn't. You'd read books 1 through 3 and then you'd sit there,
panting, shaking your fist in the air, crying, "More, Heather Burch! More!"

Or maybe that's just me?

Just over a year ago, in an HEA interview following the release of her debut,
Halflings, Heather threw out a teaser about an upcoming character named Viper, the
Halfling she would pick to be her personal guardian if given that option. Well,
Guardian (Halflings book two) came and went, but still no Viper. Finally, in Avenger,
he appears.

And I thought Raven was a bad boy? Hell-ooo, Viper!

Oh, fine. Just call me a fangirl already and be done with it.

Non-stop action and Viper aside, however, Heather Burch writes a love triangle like
nobody's business — and that's what keeps me drooling on my way back to the
Halflings table.

In most romantic tales of this nature, the heroine is blinded, yet the reader knows
there is a definite "right" pick — and vice versa. But Burch really keeps her reader
guessing who Nikki's perfect match might be (all Halflings have one, you know.) And,
since we sympathize with both boys, and we are struggling to figure it out right along
with Nikki, her dilemma is so much more believable. Without giving a spoiler, I will say
that there seems to be a bit of resolution to that question by the end of this third
installment in the Halflings saga. (I say "seems" with some trepidation, however,
because three books in, I'm getting used to being surprised!) I can honestly say that
this resolution (?) was not what I expected. But with the maturation of Nikki's heart
and calling, as well as other characters', it does seem (there's that word again!) to
make sense.

A fantastic third installment of this groundbreaking inspy series, Avenger is sure to be
a favorite of teen — and grownup — YA paranormal fans.

A writer, performer and accomplished partaker of dark chocolate, Serena Chase lives
in Iowa with her husband and two daughters. Her debut romance, The Ryn, book one
of her Eyes of E'veria series, is out now. Book two, The Remedy, comes out later this
month. You can find out more about her at serenachase.com.
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